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The lecture delivered last night at the Academy
©f Music by Lhe well known republican leader, Henrl
Mochefory, gave the American public an oppor-
tunity ol becoming acquainted with that strangely
Eifted man, Owing, no doubt, to the fact that the
lecture was delivered in o lorelgn language the
sttendance was not 8o large as might have been
wished, but those who remaincd away lost a treat

' -~ they are never likely to have an opportunity of en-

Joying, on thisside of the Atlantic at least.
in his most succesaiul days, when warmed
by the sympathetic applause of adwmiring
thousands, did the French tribune deliver more
telling hits against his political opponents than in
theé remarkable paper of which we place belore
+our readers a translatlon. For those who bad
known M. Rochetfort only by report as a violent
and ageresgive orator the delivery of the lecturer
must have been a surprise. He wasgreeted, when
he rose 1o speak, with deafening applause, again
and agaln repeated; but at last the enthuslasm of
the audience settled down, and the lecturer pro-
ceeded to read, In a quiet, unimpassioned voice,
the story of his experiences during the siege
of Paris, in exile on the barren peninsula; but
perhaps the moss telling and crushing part of his
criticism on the political condition of France was
his admirable comparisen ol the constitutional
safeguards and eduocational sdvantages enjoyed
by tne Bandwich lalanders, a people we are accus-
tomed to regard as savages, and yet who possess
government incomparably freer and more respon-
sible to the popular will than does the great French
nation. Nothing wae more remarkable than the
absence of pasgion with which M. Rochelort put
forward his ideas, and only when recounting the

Never

4nsulte offered to the mother of his children—and |
which accelerated, if they did not couse, her |

denth—was there any sign ol emotion. Grave as
Was the orator, the aspect of the house was still
more severe, There were present iew ladies—one
only appearing on the platiorm—and these were
mostly in the boxes., The aodience listened with
rapt aitentlon, and so profound was the silence,
which was only broken on one occasion by an
jnterraption Irom some
OVER-ENTHUSIASTIC ADMIBER,

which created a good deal of excitement. The re-
mark of this person wus not ¢learly understood by
the audience, and as it was at first thought to be
of an offensive character there seemed a chance
that the Interrupter would bLe summarily ejected,
In a few words be explained his position as that
of & man who had lought on the barricades. M.
Rochefort galuted him and at the same time ex-
pressed hia wish to be allowed to pruoceed without
futerruption. Although sedate and attentive the
sudience was full of suppressed enthu-
miasm, and when the speaker made
his telling polots they were acknowledged
with & warmth that left no doubt as to their hearty
Eympathy with his utterances. The contrast
drawn between the reign of constitutional liberty
st Honoluln and the governmentof bayonets at
Parls, and the admnirable attack on the pretended
sickness ol Jules Favre, wbich was characterized
s “an attack .of capitulation,” were, perhaps,
mosat relished by the andience, which was a4 re-
markably intelligent one. It was, however,
fairly representative of the demucratic Repub-
lle. It was curious to notice the appearance
of the proscenium boxes, flllcd—not as we accus-
tomed to see them, with richly-dressed ladies, but
crowded with the determined jaces of democratic
republicans., Indeed, there was much in thig lncl-
dent to recall some of the ol pictures of the old
French Republic. The platiorm was well fllled
with men prominent in revolutionary aflairs, and
for tne nonce all party feeling seemed to have been
forgotten, and the vartous gections unlted in the
common work of heiping the suffering republicans
exiled in New Caledopin. Messrs. M. Fleures, Du-
rand, Pelletler and Debaschl represented the

Union Républicaine, and MM. M. E. Badowreau, |

J. Ollivier and the brothers May. Mr. Miguel de
Aldama, the representative of the Caban Bepublic,
occupied one of the proscenium boxes,

M. Rochefort, accompanied by some friends, ap-
peared on the platform some minutes aiter eight,
and the proceedings were at once opened by an
address from Mr. John Swinton, one of the leaders
of the American socialists,

MR. SWINTON SAID:—

LADIKES AND GENTLEMEN :—I have been asked by
Henrl Rochelors to briefly indicate in the English
language the order and bearing ol his discourse
Jere to-night, for the benefit of those who are un-
familiar with the lapguage in which be will speak.
Before doing this Ishould hke to make & few re-
marks wsbout Rochelort himsell at this s
first presentation bejore AD American ao-
dience, And I may say that I will use lan-
guage about him which I would not use
in his presence if he understood the language in
whioh | speak, for in such case his modesty might
enter protest, Rochefort's career in France Lias
been extraordinary, brilliant and Iruitful. Perhaps
the well-worn metaphor of & meteor might be
more aptly applled to bhim thao to any of his
French contemporaries, it it were not that 1 be-
Meved him to be a star, durable and potential,
llluminating the horizon which aweeps from
France to the Infinite, and [rom to-day to eternity.
(Applause). It 1s but u (ew years since the younyg
man Rochefort made his appearance in a Paris
paper. As soon as he did 8o it was evident that
here was not only a light of exceptional brilli-
ancy and ferritic wit, but & man of ideas
and force of conviction, a republican and radical,
& relentiess enemy of the dominant despotism and
an sudacious and deflant champion of liberty.
(Great applause.) 1ltis not only that he was the
witslest of writers in the witilest of cities, but
behind his Wit was a heroic epirit, and belind Lis
personality was the genius of France. He quickly
became the most /1Amous writer in Parig, his pro-
ductions eagerly sought by the whole people, his
words in everybody's mouth; in o moment, as it
were, he became the popular fdol, tae idol of the
Keen, quick-witted, true-hearted, bold-handed re-
publican party of Paris, aud of the masses of the
French working people. Time soon gave him new
opportunities. He emancipated himself from the
Figaro and staried the Lanterne, und firat pub-
lisned it in Pans; It was there suppressed, and he
then started it in Marsellles, but it was also sup.

Pressed in bme by thg lmpomsl Nower, | booume acapajuted with Frepcu revolutonists, ) Dlotd to escane were ordunized. one at tne Uastie |

EnG De mmsell Was mprisonsa oDy ne
same power, Napoleon sald Paris colild not hold
himself and Rochefort } one of them must get out.
And it was true. His Imperial Majesty, as things
happened, went ount first. (Laughter and ap-
piause.) Rochefort stood firm throughout, He

the most consistent of
FOPULAR POLITIOAL LEADERS,

and had confronted the enemy at every turn with
the Nag of republicanlsm in one hand and the
quill of democrscy I the olher, (Uhcers.)
The spectacle was more than grandiose. But I
need pot speak of his genius, of his luapiration,
his cournge or his power to those who know his
carcer. (Appluuse,) In aescribiog Rochefurt as
8 wit I beg you do not misapprehend the meaniog
of that thng in French or the part of this peculiar
talent as it I8 played in French afalra, We are apt
in this country to conceaive of a wit as o joker, asa
sort of Artemus Ward or Mark Twaiu, or even os
the end man Io & Degro minstre! company. Be
sssured this 8 not Iochefort. Wit and satire
was 152 him the most powerful  and
effective W or - —a  weapud
before whom despotismm was most lelpless, a
| weapon whose flash was most lively to the spirit
of repanlican liberty, and he used it as it had “een
‘used by Voltaire—to destroy those malevolent
forces which have proved so disastrous for French
homomty, Let those who imagine, if anv such
there be, that Rochefort 1s a mere corsalr, look at
his tife and his triumphs. Let those who think he
i8 a brainiess adventurer, as one idioric newspuper
has haa the
how he achieved his glittering fame, how he
. 'won his wonderful popularity, how he compassdd
s power—a power which rallied Paris and

STRUCE DOWN THE FRONT OF THE IMPERIAL
DESFPOT,

Let those who look on him 48 & mere revolution-
18t, a8 & revolution incarnate, liaten to his ideas of

lean voters of Parns elected him twice
to the assembly, once, under the Fmpire
and again under the * Repnblic. Tell me,

why the astutest republican leaders in France

ment of National Defence,
the siege, he was appointed Chief of Barricades,
| (Applanse.) Rochefort hus more than political
| sense. He haa the genins of statesmansnip, as 1

am convinced alter intimate conversations with |

him. He was probably a revolutionist during the
Empire;

| government and Rochefort's gonstructive |
genius will be found equal to that of Ca-
vour, (Applause.) Buota iew words more, in |

reference to one point about which Rochelort has
ligned man of the nineteenth centary. I do not pro-

1 will simply mention that Rochelort's course dor-
Ing the Commune has been as grossly misunder-
B8tood &8 the Commune itself
mune because it appeared to him to embody the
true republican prineciple— (npplause) —because
the world must be regenerated; because it gave
bhope of & reaiization of those great organic re-
forme which the creative inteileet of France,
foreshadowed since the time of Henry 1V.; be-
| cause It proposed political justice and communal
| order— (applausel—emancipation {rom that pe-
culiar

MEPHISTOPHELISEM, THAT DLABOLISM

of modern Frapce., (Laughter and cheers.) His
enemies accuse him—and, gentlemen, 1 would as
soon let Caligula represent the nlstory of Chris-
tlanity a8 let any reactionist represent the history
of that sublime epoch of the Commune—they ac-
cuse him, I say, ol being, during the revolutionary
governument, the leader and instgator of & nob of
thieves, incendiaries, murderers and asdnssine.
“Tnieves 1" Aye, thongh they stole nothing and
never lald even a floger on the hun-
dreds of millions of gold that were under

their banda in the wvaults of tne Bank
| of France. (Applause.) “incendiarlesi Agye,
thouzh it would not reguire the fAngers

Were evenj uccused of burning. “Murdererst"
Aye, though there was not a single execution in
Paris by order of the Commuune during its- brief
existence, a3 Henn Rochefort can show. (Ap-
plause.)
thing are indescrivable, simply beciuse it 18 only
the murderer who was aliowed to describe his vic.
| tim. 1t was, fellow citizens, a gad thing that dur-
| ing the supreme moment of the tragedy of Paris,
| when for five days they had been sluuglitering
men,women and children by the 10,000; when holo-
Causts of vigrims, chalned together, were massacred
by the mitrallleuse ; when the madaened soldiery of
| McMahon were wreaking on the people of Parls
the vengeance which they had failed to take on
Bismarck's invaders—it I8 n sad thing, I say, that
uuder such circumstances a few eccleslastios were
Bhot by the unauthorized orders of the sudcrers,
84 General Lamoute had previously been sLot.
But it certainly was not wonderful, and, let it be
remembered, agaiust all such acts Rochefort never
ialled to enter his protest. One word In regard
to the theme of Rochefort's discourse, which he
wished me to announce, The main pointa will
be (our or five. He will begin by relerring to
his interview with the present King of the Sand-
| wich Isiands during his voyage a4 a refugee to this
| country. The vessel stopped there und ne Lad an

| interview with the present King. Mr. Rochefort !

will state that he observedithings in Hawali and
| the adjacent iglands, tne society, government and
| ordinary affairs, and he will contraat

THE CIVILIZATION OF BAVAGERY WITH THOE BAV-
AGERY OF UIVILIZATION.

{Applause,) Becond, he wiil refer to the part that
he himself took under the provisional government

of September, where, with Favre and several |

others, that short-llved and
EALEIDOSCOPIC CONCERN WAS CREATED,

He will goon and state what hus never been re-

vealed—the facts in reference to the surrender of
| Parls, the visit of Jules Favre to Versailles, his in-
terview there with Blsmarck, the scheme lor
the surrender of the ety and the resalts
of that scheme, and certaln extraordinory
| and heretolore unknown [acts to which he 18
privy, 1o the third place he wiil dwell upon some
abstract and philosophical speculations in regard
to those who speak about the French Lelug unable

Rochefort says, “Give the French a republic
and you wil eee whether they wili keep
it or not” In the next place he will
state that he has been accused by certaln
American newspapers of exaggeration in the
statemernts he recently made in his poblshed let-
ter. They say ita awiul, blood curdliing state-
ments were phantasies of hls Lanterne brain, that
he has colored the incldents, &c., Itocliefort will
say, on the comtrary, “l have herstofore been
alfratd to tell the truth. To-night, those things
being denled, 1 wil glve you facts infoitely
more terribie than those which I have stated,”
facta of which he {s cognizant, and the material of
which not M, Thiers nor MacMahon will traduce,
 1n the next place he Will apeak of the people of

magnificent conduct of the women of Paris—so
superb, 80 courageons. For that purpose he wiil
draw a portrait~J1 wish Vietor Hugo were here to
see it—a portrale of Mademotiselle Loutse Michel,
wlio was the grand heroine of that most amazing
struggle for buman nature, and now a prisoner in
New Caledonla—present 1o the Courts of Justice,
at the palace, at the barricades, wherever a
gun or & piece of lint or a woman's heart
wis wanted. She was a teacher, 4 lady Ly train
ing and education, some thirty years old. In the
last place he will speak about the Repubite. It 1s
impossible to overthrow the Republic in France,
as M, Rochefort will show,
heart of France, and the heart of Prunte must be
cut out bejore the Hepublie can Ve annflilated,
(Applause,) Those wretched corsalrs and resc-
tionists cannot kil it (Hepeated cheers.) And
now, gentiemen, in the superb language of France,
in & style ai once pure aod sparkling, with a
power and pungency of his own, I introduce M,
Henrl Rochefort ana his discourse,
M. ROCHEFORT'S LECTURE.

When of late, after onr happy escape, the
ateamer on board of which we were going back to
Europe made & call at the Sandwieh Isinnds, the
King of that country, most probably anxious to

had never once changed his ground, He had been |

L
i 201

\nnd. finally, that in the whoie _ggu‘g'tg"L
|

|

audacity to guggest, tell me |

organic politica. Let those who look on him as an |
impracticable visionary tell me why the repub. |

asked him to become a member of the Govern- |
Tell me why, duriog |

but give France a true republican |
been the worst misunderstood and the worst ma- |

Ppose to go over any ground that he I8 to cover, 80 |

He upheld the Com- |

of one hand to number the bmidings that they |

These dlabolical falsehoods about this !

to keep & republic when they have got. it—that |
they can establish nothing, and that sort of thing. |

| Paris during the slege, referring especially to the |

sent uone of nis aldes-de-camp to beg the favor of
spending the evening with us,
SANDWICH ISLAND BOYALTY.

My friend Olivier Pain and I accepted the queer
invitation, well thinking that we were going
tw eajoy ourselvea prodigicusly at the ex-
pense of ths Canak King, who, undoubtediy,
would stapefly our republicanism by his Orlenual
despotism, his ignorance and nhis Mmooy theories
on divine right. Fancy NOw great was our aston-
{shiument, and, I must say, our hnmiliation, when
we heard from those very royal lips, that the savs
ages who, eighty years ago murdered with arrows
Captain Cook, enjoy to-day & Parliament elected by
universal suffrage and renewahle avery two
years, in order tbat the representatives of
the natlon may be constantly in  close
accord with public opinion; that those savages
were compelled to gratultous and obligatory ine
sirnction that fathers whose children were
wholly uneducated in reading and writing were
punished with prison and flne; that royality was
| elecilve, and not hereditary, and did not leave to

the Sovereign any other power than that of coun-

tersigning wnd promulgating ibe laws voted by
the pallvpal _Pullnmum.; that the municipal
councillors werd . nomiuated by the citizens,
there
e o
were apout twenty public scuools against one
choreh. Thus the guarantess and liberties we
claim irom all our governments, which they al- |

Wways promise to grant us, but never give and |

sometimes eompel us to take, are the very liber-
| ties aud guarantees enjoyed without any dis-
cussion or control by the verroes of the Pacifie
| Islands, We call them cannibals, wuile autoeracy

devours ourseives, We send them missionaries, while

it i3 they who ought to send us political leaders,
| The King of the Bandwich Islanda “had hardly

gpoken to me for a qnarter ol an nour on his gov-
| ernmental views when [ belleved It was my duty
to interrupt hm, “8ir,” said I, “your confldence |
to me cannot have any bad vesalts for Your Maj-
esty; bul heware of ever going to Versailles ana
glying expression to such opinions, for you would
| be sore to be tmmediately

ARRESTED AND SENTENCED TO EXILE

in a fortress by all the courts mactial, which are
the finest ornament of our present governmenat,”?
Never, in effect, was there situation susceptible of
comparison wich ours, When we clzim for France !
| the righta consecrated nmong uli the peoples of '
| the nniverse, und which are lor the soul of & nation |
what [ood {8 for the stomach of w man, then
they call ns levellers, and we are accnsed of
amming at pulllng down everything. Puiling
down what? We, who have mnothing! To |
our anxieties, solicitations and propagaudeas they |
object only this word, as hollow as it is long—con. |
gervative! Let them grant us, once for ali, asto |
the navives of the Sandwich Islands, the liborty o
writing, of tulking, of electing our muuicipal
counseltors, of dylng without a priest and of en-
Joyingexistence without & King, and you will see
whether or nos we shall preserve 1it. But, at the
present time, of what can we be conservatives,
since we are relused everythingt Alter the
revolation ol 1570, just when the capital was on
the point of being invested, the people, eternually
accused ol belng fguorant by the very ones who |
gystematically refuse to them the possibility of
learning—the people were the true conserva-
tves, for they would Keep intact France, which so |
many others, reputed intorn conservatives, were |
ready to dellver to her foreign enemy. Who |
knows 1t, who was enavled to kuow Lt, better than |
I, when, on the 4th of Beptember, 1 was |
taken out of my prison by the peopls,
who brought me to the Hotel de Ville, where |
1consented to become & member of the governs |
ment on the conditlon alone that this guvernment
should defend Paris? The famuus truce of parties— |
of which the Versailisst monarchists pelieve them-
selvea the real inventors—had I not inaugurated (o
Joug before them, when I proposed lor our power
the denominntion, which was unanimousiy agreed, |

e e

GOVERNMENT OF THE NATIONAL DEFENCE? i

1 was ready to make every sacridce. 1 had sald

Irom the firet day to General Trochu:—*“Promise

to delend Purie energetically and on my slde I

promise to sustain you to the last—even againat |
: a popular rising.” Well, wiil you know In what
| manver has been Iulfilled the pr.omise io which
1 caudidly confided for a while? Tne month |
of Septeml:er had notelapsed yet when M. Jules |
| Favre ojpenc | secret negotiations with M. de Bls- '
| marek at Ferridres, Secretly, 1s the proper word, |
because 1 have to tell you a fact which

SOUNDS LIKE FADLE.

My coileagnes of the National Defence concocted
to deceive me not only a8 to the purpose of M,
| Juies Favre's Journey, but even as to that journey

1tzell, Not seeing him 1o she evening at the usual

connetl of tue government 1 inquired about the
niotive of bis anseuce., They answered that he was
glcK, but that he would come the next moruing to '
| attend the council. The next morning I remarked
again the abseuce of our Minister for Forelgn
| Affairs and asked the same gnestien, wWoieh
provoked the same answer [rom my colleagues,

1 ought to coniess that I iell so completuly
| the qupe of that cunalng trick that [ sent my ser-

want to the Ministry in order to got news (rom the

81K Minlster, It was ouly on the evening of that
day, when 1 heard M. Jules Favre hims=eil deliver-
| ing & narrative of his tip to Ferridres, thatI |
learned the thing which wus the subject of every |
conversation in Paris, but which I, n member of
the povernmenti, Was the only one ignorant
of—viz, that M. Jules Favre's alleged sickness was

stmply an
ASTOUNDING CAPITULATION.

Tnus they were prepariog to deliver np Paris, |
not consulting me, not even informing me of their |

¢ nzention, and when. disgusted with the boasting

prociamation of which the authors did nov believe

a wordy I retired lrom a government of delence

wlhose members defended only their portiolios,

they brought the accusation of treachery against

me, whom they had constantly betrayed. |
It 18 this double dealing, thuse bellicose
proclamations, continually belled by the facts;
those Droken promises, those deceived hopes,
which drove Paris to a new revolation. The reac-
tionists attempt to justify the most arbitrary
measures with that phrase which has no sense—

“TIIE FRENCH ARE UNGOVERNABLE.™

They are ungovernable only because they have
fad to contend successively with Louis XVIIL, |
Clarles X, Louls Philippe and Napoicon 1IL, and
becanse the sound politicians of Versailies pretend
t impose upon them, L0-day, Henrl V., the
Comte de Paris, Napoieon IV., or MacMahon, to
govern them. Mot It always was the destiuy of |
republicans (@and 8o it will be till the day of aefinl- |
tive triumph) to be calumniated, Whatéver we |
| may do, bad faith {8 watehing us in order to adul-
terate our best iotentions. After the Commune
the whaole of the detective Catholicism nrged that
1 should be burued alive as an athelst, becanse my
jather had been buried, through my orders, alter
bis own will, without any priest of any religion;
for. you see, thet horrible civil war was also

religlous war.
ROCHEFORT AS A CONVERT.

One year after those same Catholics annonnced,
With 4 groat nolse, my conversion to their creed,
because | married the companion of my youth,
gimply in order to comply with her dying desire,
which was to receive the nuptial benediction. |
She was at the end of her life; the least contra-
riety might have

KILLED HER ON THE BTOT. |
Then 1 could not refuse any longer to her that sat-
isiaction, no more than I would _have refused her

| & cashmers nad her iancy been turned towards

The Repubiie 15 in the [

thnt objest. Those who maliciously called me a
convert to Cathohcism would have called me an
assassin had I acted oiberwise. They know, with,
out doubt, the reason whny I did consent to that
sacrifice ; but it Is purs of thelr system to throw upon
the most sincere repubiteans, with the purpose
ol dividing the party, suspicions of irresolation
and of levity., The obscene Figaro had indeed
dared to relute, with varions amplifications, that
wy companions ln confinement had wanted to re-
bel on account of particular tavors which I enjoyed.
1 nave never enjoyed any favor, and if I have any-
thing to reproach mysell with it {3 that | cannot
show mysell more worthy of the devotion which
my comrades in misfortune and prison have never
ceased to manilest towards me. They saw me
sufler in the midst of them the same miseries
a8 themselves, and (f I had only Ustened to thelr
entreattes 1 should have been Iree long ago., Two

| of the blund and the paralytio, At every meal

| comrade.

| The child without arms alone saw open belore nim |

of Re, the other during the voyage, on the very
deck of the irigate La Virginie, to the end that 1
might regain my liberty, They thought I shoald be
more useful to the cause in Europe than iz Amer.
1ca, and they were resolved as all hazards to de-
liver me from the hands of m; jailérd, Put the
execution of the enterprise wonld have beén 1o |
very iruth thoroughly In proportion to Its bold-
ness, and I was in duty bound obliged to decline
running a risk where 80 many brave people would
have been compromised by their attachment to me.
reserving to mysell to take up this project when
my lle alone should be in question. Louls Veuillot,
who made bimeelf the doctor of souls, as the
Zouave Jacob 18 the doctor of bodies—L. Veuillot,
after having covered me with dirt, crowned me
tronically with flowers concerning my marriage
His mud I aceept, bicause it honors me, As for
his flowers, I am obligea to rcturn them to bim,
a8 I do not merit them. I ask your pardon for put-
ting mysell thus belore you; but 1t 1 a continua-
tion of the inventlon—that of which [ bave jnst
made the exposd—which has comyassed the oMcial
history of the last events. Yon can then argue
from the particniar to the general, and judge of
the aegree of impudence that human cowardice
can reach when It belleves {tseif ot of danger,
THE HERALD STORY.

1 bad, besides, [nrescen that they would tax
with exaggeration the story sent by me to the
NEW YoRK HERALD of the sufferings and the tor-
tures inficted on vur companlous in exile, 1 be-
lleved in decluring immediately oll the tucts that 1
collected and mimie Known to the Indignation of [
twe free people of America. 1 have in my handa
the trreiutable prools, What makes the difference
between repablicaus and monarchists s that
the firat want the truth, as the second
only live by Ilyiug. [ have not written a word of
wiich the exactitude cunnot easily be established
by numerous and unimpeachable witnesses, I have
told but the troib, and the only reproach that can
be brought against mo 15 that I did not tell the
whole truth, becanse she list of the miseries of the
prisoners—both male and femile prisoncrs of the
Commune—Iis 80 ¢ruelly long thau there 18 no paper
large enough to publish the 11st. The 20,000 pris-
oners who passed through the prisous of Versalilies
all knew two chlldren of nine years of age—nine
years, do you hearf—who, though Irigntfully muti-
lated In the hazards of whe fight, were arrested and
transterred to tne depot. Oue of them, a lttle
apprentice, had both is arms earried away by the |
bursting of sbells. The other had one leg carried |
away at the beginning of the thigh. AR scon as
they were capabie ol bearing the voyage they were
taken Irom the ambulance, these poor beings, all
bloody, t0 mix them up witl the other prisoners.
And then—terrible spectacle, which would have
touched the Sepoys of lnmia—these two wounded
Itttle ones ilinstrated in action the well known iable

the child without a leg crouched down bheside
his friena without arms and made him eat. He
took nie clothes off every evening and dressed |
him o the morning. In retorn, the one who had |
his jegs left did all the errands for his disabled
These two children, whom the French
law, inflexible as 1t may be, could not reach on
account of their age, no one on earth had the
right 10 Teiain a8 prisoners, The duty of the mil-
itary admioistration was to return  them
to rhelr families, which belonged to the doctor, and
0ot to the Council of War. Well, it was only aiter
8ix montls that, ceding Lo the general indignation,
the Chief of Military Justice consented to give
both their liberty. When I say both 1am wrong.

the gates of the prison *Des Choutiers.,” But this |
poor little fellow gave his companions a lesson in |
chacrity and grasitude. “1 will not go out,” sald |
he to Colonel Gallliard, *If the comrade
who has heiped me to live during the past five
months is not given his liberty at the same time,
Belore such & generons resolution militaryism
ought to yieid aud both went out, one dragging the
other after him. The moment of their departure,
however, was marked by an incldent as painful as
all the remainder. Never during his long captivity
had the little printer, with both arms amputaed,
received from outside either help or visit.

“Yon are then an orphan?” said a prisoner to him,
who afterward related the fact to me as he was
crossing the threshold.

“No," replied the child; “I have a father and
mother, bat I sent them word not to venture near
the prison., because 1 beard L they came and
asked for me they would be arrested also.”

THE HEROINE OF THE BARRICADES.

1 made the voyage [rom Frunce to New Caledo-
nia on board the war Irigate La Virglole, in & cage
situsited In frout of the one occupied by Loulse
Michel, the celebrated heroine of the barricades,
exiled at the same time a8 mysell. Louise Michel

| is one of those women without fear and without

reproacn, whose religtous lalfh made Joan
of Are, nand whose republican  beltefs,
Théroigne de  Mirecourt. After  having

fired the frst ghot at the outposts like the wost
intreptd soldier during the first and second slege

she remained to the Iast bour In Paris, batiling |

bravely against the Versallles army. The aght
ended, he could have gone without being recog-
nized or disturbed, but the energy ol her re-
sistance had made her name
the government which trembled before women
alter having been pualsed in presence of the
Prussians. An order was given to huut her up,

ahd as some friends forced her to conceal herself, |

what do you think was done by Marshal MacMa-

| hon, Duke of Magenta, Commander-in-Chlel of the

Versailles troops * He felt no scruple at sending

to arrest Louise Michel’s old mother and retaining |
her as & hostage, warning her thas sne would be |

merctlessly shot within twenty-lour hours 1If her
dunguter did not give hersell up. Loulse Micnel
dld what might be expected of her great heart,

she went and put hersell into the hands of the |
soldiers with this single reproach on her lps, |

sfere | am. Shoot me down ! But i forbld you
ever hereafter to reprogch the Commnuue with the
kiling ol the nostagea. All France koows how
shie bore herself belore the Council of War, She

openly braved the cowards who were jndging her. |

“f defy yon to condemn me to death," she sqd;
vbecause 1 will load you with shame in showing
you how & WiDan can die." These

fortress was death with less nolse, Every month

| she writes to the members of the sinister Com-

migsion of Pardons to put under thelr noserils the
odor of the Dblood they Dbave shed, It
well that a woman thus periodically
troubles the peace of these frightful men who go
to Gilscuss at the bar of the Assembly the number
of carcases that will be found the foilow!ng day

| at the foot of the deathbed boards at Satory. This

excellent and brave Loulse Michel, whose inalter-

able sweetness makes such a touching contrast to |
her energy every day, decetved the watchfulness |

of the guards, who walked, revolver In hand,
before her cagé onm board La  Virginge,
ana  passed me almost  dally letters in |

which ber fadth in the reputlic rose to a serenity '
In the hold of the ship, with
twenty-two of her compantons, all exiled lke her- |
self, she passed four long months, never taking '
nanimock, she thoughy '
nothing but the  triomph ol the cause of |

devold of doubt.

off ner clotbes in  her
ol

which she has made her religion and nper

| unlgue love, Clothed, almost in the middieof the ]
| fcebergs of the Pole, with a mean Indian robe that |

the government had granted her, and which

wus facetiously called the corbeille de foees |

of Monsieur MacMahon ; Insufficiently fed
with salt meat and preserved vegetables,
separated forever Irom her mother, whom she
adored, she still found the courage to breathe |
upon her (rozen fingers suficient warmth to
enable her o write to the Commission of Pardons, |
This appeal, in passing betore my csll, she passed |
to me, and I have prectously guarded it 1now
ask the permission to cite it to you.

BOUVENIR TO CITIZEN ROUHREFORT,
Copy ol the letter sent (rom Virginia, in the
Roads of 8t. Catharine, to the Cummission of Par-
[T L
MEssrEURS—You Md well to prescribe that one
conld correspond ireely with you by means of
sealed letiers. My thongnts will reach yon thus
from everywhere, Tney will follow yon every-
where. There is too much blood between us lor
all the oceans to ever wash out, and your |
Intality brings me  back 1t. 0w
ever, In  Cnledoma there wil be a good |
opportumity  to  gew md of  me; but
you Inck the courage. However, i in piace of
coliy RSBABRILALING, JLE [MONLLA AlLAF LhA Siviig

redoubtable to |

brave run- !
| aways thought, sure enough, that extle o astrong |

mmmmum ine colony woula nave
n flourishing to-day, sod you would not be
murderers. Now try to wash your bands io the
face of higtory. G ¥, Messieurs,

LOUISE MIUHEL.

Bhe added this postacript, which makes allusion
to the names of tne two ships-of war who were
aware of our intention :—

“p, 8.—Yon mlglu have feared, perhaps, In send-
ing us on the Sybille that thin name would have
brooght you misfortune, You have choseén another
presage.  Virgicls was fatal to the decemvirate.”

Thrown to-day upon the sands of the peninsula
Ducos, under the burning winds and mosguitoes
of New Caledonia, she finds means still to renew
courage and to prevenot weakness. Whatever
may be the opioions of those who listen to e, it
is impossible not Lo bow before that force and tnat
goodpess of soul wiuch make of & young woman
the expresslon even of a sacrifice. The
aboegation of those who are called the gervants
of Jesus Christ 18 often spoken of. Compare it, il
you dare, with the devotedness of the servants of
liberty. Besldes, it should be known and pro-
claimed alona that i our seX loses ILs prestige the
grund examples auring the fojelgn  war,
as doring tope  elvil  war, came (rom

tue women. At my entry into the gnvuru-{‘“
ment of the 4th of September, when peculiarly |

preoceupied by the defence of Paris, 1 endesvored
to encourage the people to resistance and to re-
actach to our cavse General Trochu, this insup-
portuble speechmaker, who, after having
promised to die at his post, fually wens down in
the capitalation, tn the reaction and nearly in
the police—at this time, 1 s8ay, when the
Bazaines, the Ducrots and the Yinoys were
preparing the drama of thelr treasons, there
was not o day but some deputation of
Parnsian women came and asked me, who sent it
to the most dangerous positions either to assist
the fighters or to fight themseives. Later, when
the situation, already so sombre, became more
sombre yet, and when succeeding the Prussians’
balls which burst ou our louses, came French
bombs, the women stupefled the cohquerors
by their temerity, their induference
aanger and what the great Vietor Hugo
calla  “thls stmster tacliity of dying,” when
chmmned together three by three, sometimes
flve by five they were directed by hundreds upon
Versailles through the vociferations of a rabble
drunk with blood. Young girls of cighteen were
gecn w reply to the howlinga of this muititude by
smniles, and the history ol the martyrdom of the
women of Paris, from the beginning of the war to
the present time, would fill volumes. Nothing
was spared to them In misery, ln hunger, in cold,
in jnsult, When after saving for a quarter of a
year to devote @& little money to thelr
fmprisoned ULrothers, tneir sons, their fathsars
or thelr husbands ; when alter & journey
of fiiteen mles, which they achieved on foot,
followed sometimes by little children whom they
led in thetr company, they arrived at Versailles,
harassed, dusty, but happy in bringing a little
comlort to the wretched suferers herded togecher
In the sewers, ¢o you know what happened over
and over usgain?t That they were met with a
disappointment (rom some inexplicable order,
which no one would even take the trouble
to try to explain, and 1t was announced
to them then that thelr visits were sus-
pended and that they must couswler themselves
fortunale to be allowed to retrace thelr steps to
Paris, Besides, how many have snccnmnbed to
thelr punishment | No single day passed that some
prisoner diil not come to tell us with tears in his
eyes, “1 have just heard that my wite 18 dead." My
t{urn came a8 ald the others. One day, at the castle
of mé, 1 got & letter Informing me Lhat
the mother of my children was at the last
extromity. At the time of my arrest she had

lived for four months at Versailies, in the bosom of |

her family, and was absolutely lgnorant of every-
thing that had been going on 1m Paris, She was
none the less subjected to & scandalons arrest in

{ the streets of Versailles, and dragged beiore the
'| then I'refect of Police, General Valeutins, who,
| eoward, like a Donapartist ofilcer, as lhe was,

| heaped mpom her lor two hours aunse
| and threats in the presence of hLia  stam
| who much enjoyed the scene, At last;

| released from this drunkard she returned home,

| took to her bed und never agaln ruse from i, [

| appeal to eternal justice, was there not here arni-

trary arrest complicated vy marder? And I

| scarcely recovering from a tedious illness, wes
planged to the Inmost recesses ol a little cell nnder

the blow of a sentence of death, wlhile they nur-
dered my wife, who had becn [eft deienceless,
Have I not to-day, that 1 am free, every right to
revenge on her assassin ¥
PERSHECUTION OF THE FPAMILIES
The uneasiness caused !n the minds ol our coa-
querors by the determination of our women lor
the past three years has not yet subsided, and
they have found a means to get rid of the wives of
the men they have already transported. Very

|
| mauy ships have been chartergd lor the purpose
| of bringing to New Caledonla

ing thelr pateriamilios,  Those wivea and
children are promised at the autborized agencics

| organized for vhe purpose, and by the representa-
| tives of the government, mmunity from personal

harm, work at plessura and a speedy fortuns.
Seventy victims caught at this delusion, and atter
a terrible voyage on the steamer Féndlon they
landed on Caledonian soll, but found neither
means of lving, clothes mnor work. 1t
has been told to many transported to
the Peninsula of Ducos, “Your wives and
children will soom Dbe here. Yoa can
have them when you meéet them, but the govern-

ment will not be responsibie for their means of

living, either to clothe them, feed them or to

| support them in any way." The exiles reply, “We
| are dying, many of us, of hnuger.

We have no
chance to work, a8 tools or mouney to bny the
same are debarred us, How then do you lmagine
Wwe can support our families 1

“Well, thar’s your business and not ours," says
the government: *“all we Know is that your
wives and lamilies, although not nnder sentence,
must undergo the same penalties as the convicts
themselves,” And Indeed the relatives who
cume of'thelr own fre® will from France are in the
hands of galley sluve keepers, Women wuom

elrenmsatances drive to manual labor need a special

permit before they do so, Yet ths {8 frequently
refused them, and when granted It 18 good only
101 a day.
imprisoument, to abgent themselves maore than
twelve hours, and the least violation ot those
very arbitrary rules subjects them to being pube

licly poated in the most Insulting manner. ‘lhe
adage

MAXIMO PUERO DEBETUR REVERENTIA
las= there the guocrest kKind of mesning. Lovely

chiidren of thirteen, fourteen and fiteen yeurs
of age, who exilea themsclves o be near their
fathers, are called the mos: opprobrious naes.
Women of the best inmilics ancd spotless reputnbion
suffer the same insults, A gallant extle pamel
Gardy, who earnestly desired to have the coarge
of our cuigtne—that is of Onver Paln, Paschai
Grousset and mysell—and whose pleasure It was to

tell us so, recelved news irom home that s

wite and chdd bad left there to join Ll at
the peninsula of Ducos. At the arrival ol ihe
steamer Fenelon he wrote to the district Gov-
ernor, asking nim if s wiie had arrived. Here 8

the auswer, which we all saw posted on the

walld:—*The party by the name of Gardy 18
hereby tnformed that no lemale cousignment lor
nim is on tbe Fenclon.' It Was just the same as
if a yoke of oxen or & bale of cotton
were In the question. In the same man-
ner, by prineiple and by the most annoying

measuves, all industry and trade were put a stop |

to, Andl yes the administration of M, MacMahon,

not content with starving the prisoners, went so |

far as to defame them. In ihe recent debate at
Versallles on the question of deportation the Min.

|ster of Marine got up and, with mingied indigna. |
tion and griel, sald :—*It |8 useless to attempt 1o do |

anytlung for the transporied prisouers. Compass
ston 18 loat upon them, as Lhey refuse to work for
@ living,"

THE PRIBONERS' WORK.

Yot im March, 1572, 400 priscoers worked
on embankuients on  the peningula, aud
twice that number at the Isle of Vines, for the
ridiculous sam of & franc & day. All this work
suddenly stopped on the arrivin of a secret de-
spateh, reseived by M. De In Richerie un Augusi 12,
4 copy of which aespateh | am enabled w give.
“Mousieur,” Ib reads, 'the exnense of the Jdevorta

to |

OF THE EXILES, |

families  scek- |

They are prohibited, under penalty of

Tion of Prisoners during 1872-13, according to
report of last March, amounts to 00,000L ,1:
muost not think that such seum can agaln be de-
voted to such & purpose. A conviet has not the
rights of & workmzan. Ingranting wages to the
prisoners you revive the scanaal of the
natjonal workshops of 184%" Such are the
good lalth of the government and the
value of the attacks made oD us, Apgd
with (ke sincerity they pretend to encourage agri-
colture in this colony. A few days bhefore our
escape, and the better to conceal our desigus, my
eomride, Olivier Saim, wrote to the military Gov.
erncr of the peninsula & request for a plece of
land. The request was conched in the prescribed
terms, and the plot of ground In question
seemed to be at our disposal, a8 the law
ordered such & request to be lmmediately
complied with. However that may be, a notice,
without any explanation, was put up the next
day, refusing the request. Considering the situse
tion at that time, and on the eve of our departure
from New Caledomia, yon may imagine our mirth
and langhter when we heard of this last folly of the
| government. Yet it showed that the autborities,
| from encouraging pralseworthy efforts,
let no opporiunity pass to prove thas
military power 18 the enemy of progress.
You see, not alone did my letter to the NEW
YORKE HERALD eXiggerate nothing, but it leasened
miny things., 1 have made during the last three
years a kKind of voyage through the horrible, and,
far from heightening the colors, there are ques-
tions that 1 have volontarily ignored in order that
1should not be accused of creallng terror wantonly
in the minds of my hearers. There 18 one, hows
ever, that has attracted soch attention (rom
great minds and large hearts, and that we
have studied closely enough in New Caledonta to
be able to throw an unexpected Lght upan is. This
question 18 the one which Victor Hugo has 80 pow-
erfully dealt with 1n his romance, “Les Misérables,"?
I thut Fugene Sue hus developed in the “Myateries
of Paris,” and that many others nave discnssed
without being able to solve; this |8 the ques-
tion of the 1n g of & biloody
violation of the law abolishing the punish-
ment of death lor political offences. Colonel
KHoesel, Gaston Cremirux and many others were
shot. The same contempt for the penal code was
the cause of men of letters and journalists, judged
and condemned for press offences, to be sent to
the galleys. Humbert, formerly editor of the
Marselllaise, breaks stones on the road. Henrl
Brissae, who was editor of the Vengeur, 18 in &
double chain, coupled with the chief of the Mar-
geilles polsoners, the most dangerous man in the
golieys, Lulller, s heutenant of the navy, and for &
moment o general of the Commune, has been in &
dark cell tor threc months, with irons on his hands
and feet, alter huving passed the whole time of
the voyage In the bottom of the hold of the Irigate
: Var, which transported him to the Island of Nuo.

No matter how unfortnale they are, the poiltical
{ prizoners of Peniusula Ducos and the lsle of Pinea,
| enfoy the lberty of movement in a prescribad
space, and ontside the insufelency of the iood and
the b of the chi their sufferings are
Ezmclpum mental. Those of the prisoners of the
ljommune, which the chances of the courts-martial
sent Lo lorced labor, as being convicted of crimes
under the common law, are subjected, under the
stroke of the seourge, to physical toriores, which
otten made né shndder down there. The lsle Nu,
situated opposite to and about eight miles fromy
| Peninsula Ducos, has been descr| to the pnolie
| by our philanthropists as a suceession of terrestrial

paradises, The walley slaves, It Wi Eal
would leave Toulon, that ecity of humilia-
| tion and opprobrium, whers the eyes of

| their countrymen iollowed them with fear and
| fisgust, to g0 beneath the blue aky of the Pacifig
| and cultivate the flelds n & sort of hall liberty,
The contemplation of nature, the absence of
‘wmpmuon. would as8sist them to become Fe-
formied. Alter a short time they would have the
privilege of retting married, and to get a8 a wed=-
fling présenta pece of groand, she prodoet of
| which wou!d supply all their wanta and thoss of
| their tamilles, Thes® men were to cease to be
convicts In oraer to hecome proprietors, It 18
now lourteen years since transportation began to
fonrish, and we have received letters from Penin-
sula Ducog which hoave edified us regarding the
pusition of the conviots of the Isle Nau. A young
doctor of the navy, serving some time at the hos-
pital of the penitentiary, repeated ro me this fune-
ril ery, made use of by an old dying ey slave i—
L=y, Doctor, wihiy have we been s“nt bera? [ was
80 happy at Touion. Toulom, indeed, for ita cone
victs was 4 humibation, Lot it wes at the same
time & control. Seuvenced by the law, thay suf-
fercd 1o accordance with thg Bw under the eye of
| the whoie of & great town, where the severity of
the regularions could not degenerate at caprice.
Who to-day would take the part ol & conviet dving
under the lasn (,500 leagnes from France * What
goes on at the Bagne of the island of the horribls
| mame eannot be tohl,
A Mlnister, questioned on this subject not jong
| ago, réplied and was applagded by a!l ths homane
| purt of the assembly, that corporal punishment
wil for some yeurs been aboushed at the Bugue.
| Twice a week, on Wednesday and Friday,
the fogging 18 applied at the Isle Nu,
| and from the geabeach we could hear [rom
afar the rolltng of the drums which an-
nonpeed the executlons of which death was
often the end. However guilty A men may be, 1f
he is not sentenced to capital punishment, no one
has a right to KU him.  Well, thi® night the Gov-
ernor of New Caledonta investa himsell with., Alt
that he has thought of to cover up his responsl-
biltty 18 to delegate to be present at the punish-
ment & doctor, who [follows with his eyes
| the contortions ol the punished, and stops -
the flogging when .he believes the lie gu
be endangered. The man 18  then ecarried
to hospital, and a8 soon as be 18 set on NLis leet
agaln tney give him o receipt in fall, with the resg
of the blows wiich s condition had prevented
him receiving. A conviet named Calgnol—we
were at the nelrhporing tsle of Pueos when this
fact transpired—threw himsell into the sea one
dark night and manasged w cross by swimmin
the two leagues wihich separated the islan
Nu from the mainland.  Retaken aiter two
davs of enforced tasting, he was taken back w0
the Hagoe and sentei.ed lor the attempt at escape
to fiity Liows of the stick. But the doctor, no
donbt, tad something ¢lae to think of during the
operation, for the convict Usignol died on the spot
b the forty-fith stroke, What I have just related
I8 frightful, bnt has nothing iucredible about .
What ftollews éavors of the domatn of dreams.
We geveral thoes met on the mainland con-
viets detached, elther to excavate wells or to
herd cattie, and several among us remarked
that for the most part therr fingers were wauting
on thetr handg, ‘Three among them, like the thres
Calenders of the “Thousand and Oue Nights,” who
were each Llind of the right cye, were questioned
about this extraordinary appearance, and this is
what one of the wretches sald in reply :(—*"There is
on this isle of Nu a chamber of torture. When the
administration suspedts any project of eévasion or
ALY CONSPITACY EaInst iteell o certain number of
men  are called into the torture room om
whom & gardian places the thumb s¢rews, which
they squecze untll the secused avows, Otten the
men reiuise o Avow of know nothing. Then they
are squeezed so tight to get something from them
that the bones are oerushed and the fNngers (all
o, He showed them s leit hand, to which was
wanting the frsi finger and the thumb, and his
right fout, from which the toe had been ampn-
tated. Thiga 18 how corporal punishment s abol-
ished in the State Prison. This 18 how they
seek to retwbliitate the eriminal by contemplation
of pature, and thig 8 how 1 exaggerated the
stortes of the Caledonian hells, At Arst sight such
wuitacious Actions, sach inlamous tiings, such
| crimes, are great enough to make the mos: ener-
Fete liun]{l;;lr ol the fitare of the coantry where
they can be comamitted with impunivy, Let us not,
however, be dscouraged. These atrocities are the
. SwWan's soug oi the reaction,
MARCH OF TR REPUBLIC
The monarchiists evidently play their last eard,
and throw their last sSicks tn the wheels of the
Republie.  They know tneir theoried o be so pro-
foundly ridiculong that they no longer dare to ex-

. puge  them. To place on  the throme &
S Kipg who im the perrons of s sona
aud grind cutl remsin there S00
years, 1o refnse to generntions which wiil

Bucceed each other the right to replace this im-
movable mwonarch, tig 1# an ldea which UAs be-
come iU our auy so :unmcuulg unlikely that the
most entnusiastic legituuists do not dare to place
them (orward (o awe of L8 consequences. hm
Ehnil we do with this King i ne begome insane,
Hike Charles VL ¥ What will his dynasty becomse
it e be sterie like Hemry V.! The
only goveroment  who  can in  future
be ~ protecied Itou revoiutions 18  precisely
" the one whieh 18 called the reyolutionary govern =
| ment—ihat s to say, the Répabhe. ALl toe agita-
wons, all the inirignes, ali the machipations of
old parties will uLly renaer ita necessity mors
evident. | have recenily crossed this (mmense
Amerjcan prairte reveinled by your great novelist,
Fenimore Cooper.  They told to me receutly

thaet  sometimes herds  of  badaloes, Astons
Iwhed W see their domains ‘nraded
by man and crossed the locomotive,

wouli meet i (oree, atd wm?l%l attack 4 coups da
tdte the rallway traing, Strong s they were, their
heads and thelr horns would be brokem AgAINSE
the obstacle. Hardly at tumes, by force of ohgtl

naey and fury, oid they succecd 10OF AN in-
| Blant n Rtopping  tie  engine;  but - Boo)
L Quickly gertiug up steam, It Woild st

aguin, stronger and more rresistible, I!“ln.{
| stretched on the ruie the stupid beings which go
| W its Wiy, Lo islening to these slories 1 inagined
tir mysell the Hepubhe, It Also Wwiahed to croas,
for the purpose of makiog it habitable and fertn
L othe desert ol muaragce tf%dugi fﬂ%‘:lr;rr:!?rlh. "‘. :tr
with bepsts, bratis 4 !
| ﬂ"cﬁﬁm# (Y stop (18 way, even though tmgﬂhrul
Ctheir Beads, M happens scmerimen that she hesls
tates and 18 undecided o her march by these mok
tiplled assnalis; but she S00N regains courage,
" anid, breaking the crowd of raed e
nies, shg coutinues majestically her way to
the goal, pointed to (o advance. whien is
| trivmph of rikhl of lavelligence tnd of HOertT,

IR



